The Classical World

Fall 2010

Classical World Blog Project
Introduction:
  We only have about 90 school days to cover more than 5,700 years of history.  Rome didn’t rise in a day, but it will seem like we only have a day to cover its rise and transition in the grand scheme of things!  Each of you also chose this course because you have an interest in something or someone that occurred during this time.  
  Over the course of the semester you will be creating and maintaining a blog about this time period on a topic of interest to you.  So many of you wrote in the “Why did I take Classical World” forum that you are intensely interested in this time period; that the achievement of these people are spectacular and that you really want to study how these achievements and cultures became our legacy.  This will allow you to do this and to share it with us and the rest of the world.  It will also allow you to make connections to like minded people, scholars, and experts in their respective fields.  Finally, this blog doesn’t (and hopefully won’t) end with this class.  Your work, reflections, connections and explorations will travel with you for as long as you let them, and you will see how your blog will almost become an organic part of your learning network.

General Overview of Content:
    Some of your writings will reflect research that you have undertaken into your chosen topic.  Other writings will be analyses of primary sources, art, artifacts, scripture which helped you to learn more about your topic.  You will be incorporating your experiences and discoveries at the Metropolitan Museum of Art along with photographs of objects in the collection which should help you to answer questions you come across in your research.  You will also be reflecting on your own growth during this semester and identifying questions you feel that you have been able to answer as well as questions whose answers still elude you.  
Essential Questions:
    Essential questions are the “big idea” which guides a project or a curriculum.  For our purposes the essential questions we are trying using for our blogs are:  
1. What makes something a “classic”?

2. Why do we in the West call this period of time “classic”?

You will use these ideas to help develop your topic and the guiding questions you will use to craft your research, reflections and analyses. 
Guiding Questions:

    Guiding questions help you to relate the essential questions to your topic.  Some examples of guiding questions (which you may have to modify) are:

1. What characteristics of ancient civilizations have endured to become our heritage in the West today?
2. Why did some practices and beliefs die out with these ancient civilizations while others live on into the present?
3. Why do Westerners find the ruins of ancient civilizations and the lives of their peoples fascinating enough to study them in detail and preserve them as best as possible?
Project Requirements:
· development of a thesis which guides exploration and research of a topic of student interest relevant to the course curriculum as well as gives a unifying purpose to the content of the blog
· periodic entries to a WordPress.com blog that the student sets up (each entry will have specific instructions)

· interaction among the students of Block 1 and Block 4 via commenting on blogs, sharing learnings and contacts

· publicizing blog’s existence and inviting others to join the student in his or her learning

· initiating contact with sources, individuals and groups outside of HCRHS for feedback, information and guidance on research and writings

· composing and sending formal emails or requests for information to sources inside of and beyond Hunterdon Central

· use of primary and secondary sources in the research process and analytical writings on the blog

· adherence to Academic Integrity Policy and standard research methods are reflected in writings on the blog

· writing style is appropriate for public consumption and communicates ideas and concepts in a clear and articulate manner

· analysis and reflection on artifacts and objects studied at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

· relevant images,  maps and other visual sources included along with text

· logical and attractive layout of blog and its features

Timeline:

· Friday, September 17, 2010 – Introduction to the project, discussion of social media, exploration of topics for selection

· Friday, September 24, 2010 – Registration for WordPress.com blog, initial posts, selection of topic

· December 2010 – Field trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art for artifact/object analysis 

· On going through January, 2011 – blog postings, reflections and comments – Each posting assignment will be developed separately by the instructors and explained in class.  Due dates will be given at that time as will post’s point value.  Feedback will follow from the instructor with student revisions to posts conducted post-feedback.
· Mid-January, 2011 – all required work on the blog completed; all stylistic elements are completed and all revisions are completed as well.
